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A MORALITY CODES COMPETITION. 

The Executive Committee of the National Institution for 
Moral Instruction, Washington, D. C, has accepted respon- 
sibility for the conduct of a $5,000 Morality Codes Competition. 
There are to be seventy code writers, one at least from each state, 
with twenty additional, selected for their ability to formulate a 
statement of the moral ideas which intelligent public opinion in 
their section of the nation believes should be taught children and 
youth in schools and homes. The state superintendent of public 
instruction is being asked in each state to act as a "co-operating 
educator" to select the "code writers." Presidents of state uni- 
versities and of many leading educational institutions have been 
asked to be "patrons" of this undertaking, to assist with advice 
and influence. 

"The Donor," a prominent business man, insists that his name 
shall not be made public; he is not after publicity, and has no 
selfish motive to prompt his efforts to arouse general interest in 
the character education of children. He regards this phase of 
education as of fundamental importance, and was surprised, on 
investigation, to find it the least developed and the most neg- 
lected. He has also furnished the Institution $2,500 with which 
to put through the competition, and will become a patron to the 
extent of $200 a year toward the running expenses of the Insti- 
tution. 

The plans for the Morality Codes Competition have been 
formulated with great care by the Executive Committee in con- 
sultation with the Donor, and printed in a consultation an- 
nouncement, which can be had by addressing the Institution, in 
Washington, D. C. The expectation is that two books which will 
be published, one containing morality codes for elementary 
schools and the other codes for high schools. These will be author- 
itative, if all goes well, as to the prevailing opinion among intelli- 
gent people in all walks of life as to what moral ideas ought to be 
inculcated in children and youth. There is to be no discussion 
of methods of character education in these code books, but the 
income from their sale, if any, is to be used in research work by 
the Institution to develop some effective procedure for character 
education. The copyrights are to be in the name of the Institu- 
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tion, and arrangements for sale and distribution are to be made 
with one or more of the regular text-book companies. The ethi- 
cal character of the undertaking is guaranteed by the personnel 
of the Executive Committee, which has full control, namely — 
Milton Fairchild, chairman and director of instruction; Phil- 
ander, P. Claxton, U. S. Commissioner of Education; Dr. Willard 
S. Small, principal Eastern High School; Dr. William C. Ruediger, 
dean of Teachers' College, George Washington University; and 
Miss Margaret Bell Merrill, A.M., teacher Western High School; 
all of Washington, D. C. The institution has a board of twenty- 
five Directors, of which Dr. David Snedden, Massachusetts 
State Commissioner of Education, is president, and Bernard 
Nadal Baker, Baltimore, Md., is honorary president. Seventeen 
of the board of directors are educators, and the institution is in- 
corporated, for no personal profit, to do constructive work in the 
field of moral or character education, in co-operation with all 
institutions and persons interested. 

Seventeen state superintendents have already accepted as 
co-operating educators of this "Morality Codes Competition," 
and twenty-five people of educational influence, most of them 
presidents of universities, have accepted as patrons. Willingness 
to become code writers has been shown by enough people of the 
right sort to assure the successful carrying through of the under- 
taking. 

The patronage of the Federal Council of Churches of Christ 
in America has been extended by its general secretary, the Rev. 
Charles B. Macfarland, D.D., since the competition does not 
deal with religious ideas, but leaves that field for cultivation by 
the churches. Assurances have been given also by leading 
Catholic educators that the Catholic clergy will co-operate in 
this undertaking. All religious groups realize that all religious 
experience requires the fulfillment of morality on the part of the 
people, and that the support of morality is one of the great 
religious duties of the churches. 

Justification for this effort to formulate "intelligent public 
opinion" as to what moral ideas ought to be taught children and 
youth lies in the fact that modern human life is so complicated 
and diversified that the experiences and observations of the 
individual do not furnish a sufficient basis for conclusions as to 
what is "right" and what "wrong" conduct in the details of 
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daily life. General principles need to be applied to a very com- 
plicated existence and there is the difficulty for children. Teach- 
ers and parents need a higher degree of intelligence and confidence 
in the specific conduct instruction which they give children; 
they need knowledge of and the backing of public opinion. 

Since there are to be only seventy code writers, it was necessary 
to enlarge the basis for the wisdom contained in these code books 
by arranging for several thousand "letters of advice" from people 
in all walks of life who are interested. Requests for these letters 
will be sent out in each state, and the Institution will assist by 
reporting interviews with parents who have been successful in 
bringing up children to the attainment of high character. The 
moral ideas which were inculcated in these successful homes will 
be ascertained and classified, and sent to the code writers. 
Inquiry will also be made among adults to discover what Mr. 
Fairchild calls the "effective moral environment" during child- 
hood, that is the moral ideas to which they gave attention as 
children and by which they were influenced in their character 
development. 

The occasion for a special notice in the International Jour- 
nal of Ethics is the need of advice from professional students 
of ethics. The Executive Committee wishes to ask that college 
and university professors of philosophy and ethics formulate 
a full statement of the moral ideas which their studies of the 
development of ethical thought lead them to believe essential 
in the character education of the nation's children and youth, 
and forward these to the Institution as advice for code writers. 
The $5,000 prize is the basis for organization. Its aim is to arouse 
code writers to special efforts; it is not to be divided, but to be a 
reward to the one who writes the best children's code in the esti- 
mation of the judges. There is no money compensation for 
writing letters of advice, but educators are appealed to on the 
ground of true professional ethics to utilize the opportunity 
which the $5,000 prize creates and to assist in determining what 
moral ideas the teachers of the nation ought to inculcate in 
children and youth. 

Address, 

National Institution for Moral Instruction, 

Washington, D. C. 



